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Juan Antonio Samaranch Salisach, miembro del COI

Dear President Rogge, honored IOC members, dear friends and colleagues.

It is with a sense of honor and with great emotion that I begin our presentation today.  

President Rogge, this is the last Olympic bid presentation that you will hear as President of the IOC, an organization that you have led with vision and wisdom for the past twelve years. 

All of us in this room wish you well, and we sincerely thank you for your service to Olympism.

We also congratulate both Tokyo and Istanbul on their excellent presentations. And we wish them luck – but only for their 2024 bids. We would also like to thank Gerardo Werthein and the City of Buenos Aries for their excellent work in hosting the IOC Session.

Now, please allow me to introduce our exceptional team:

His Royal Highness, Crown Prince Felipe, Prince of Asturias, Honorary President of the Madrid 2020 bid and Barcelona 1992 Olympian,

Mr. Mariano Rajoy, the President of the Government of Spain,

Mr. Ignacio González, President of the Madrid Regional Government

Ms. Ana Botella, the Mayor of Madrid

Ms. Marisol Casado and Mr. Jose Perurena, both our colleagues at the IOC,

Her Royal Highness Infanta Dona Pilar de Borbon, Honorary Member, IOC
Mr. Alejandro Blanco, President of the Spanish NOC and Madrid 2020 

Mr. Victor Sanchez, CEO of the bid,

Ms. Theresa Zabell, two-time gold medalist, and International CEO of our project

Mr. Miguel Carballeda, President of the Spanish Paralympic Committee.

Ms. Teresa Perales, the most decorated Spanish Paralympian of all time, winner of 22medals, and

Mr. Pau Gasol, two-time Olympic Silver medalist and NBA champion.

And finally I would like to recognize 14 of Spain’s greatest young athletes seated in the front row of our delegation. 
I am very proud to be a part of this special group of people.

When we presented to you in Lausanne, His Royal Highness referenced his parents’ participation in Madrid’s 2012 and 2016 bids with a touch of humor, and, with great respect.   

His remarks made me think about a favorite quote from my own father.

He said, “We pursue one ideal; that of bringing people together in peace, irrespective of race, religion and political convictions, for the benefit of mankind”.   

I often think of that quote when I hear someone refer to the Olympic Games as, “just a sporting event”.  

If the Games were just a sporting event, then this exercise, and our deliberations here today, would be about who can spend the most money.  

But as we all know, that is not the case nor, will it ever be, because we are a Movement founded on and guided by our values and our principles. 

As the Games have grown in size and scope, it is evident that 7 years is not a lot of time to prepare. 

The best solution to mitigate this risk is to choose a city that has prepared ahead of time.

Dear colleagues, as you will see –Madrid is prepared, our budget is sensible and our technical plan is superb.

Over these past two years we have been asked again and again, even by many in this room – why is Madrid bidding for the third time?  Our simple answer is: how can we not bid for the 2020 Games – we’ve been preparing for years and our Olympic legacy is already at work – it is the responsible thing to do.

And, we are not promising you something that may or may not be delivered – we are promising you Games that makes financial sense in a city that has molded itself to fit them. 

And – we promise you something else:  unity of purpose and strength.  

The people on this stage and the institutions they represent, will be with you, as good partners, every step of the way, and every day for the next seven years – and beyond – if you choose Madrid.  

You have Marisol’s, Jose’s and my, personal commitment to that. 

Madrid 2020 is not a bid of promises, because we’ve already kept them.

And Madrid 2020 is not a bid of dreams, because we’ve already built them.

Marisol:  Madrid wants the Games 

Jose:  Madrid needs the Games 

Juan:  Madrid – Makes – Sense – now, more than ever.

Thank you and now please welcome Mr. Mariano Rajoy to the podium who will speak in Spanish.  
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